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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the context, problems and potential of the Songkhram River. The sample
used in the study were 30 officers, users or people involved in the area, consisting of 5 Province namely; Sakon Nakhon
province, Udon Thani province, Nong Khai province, Bueng Kan province, and Nakhon Phanom province obtained by
voluntary sampling. The research tool was a structured interview form on the potential of the Songkhram potential. The data
was analyzed as qualitative research using a descriptive form. The results of the research found that:

1. The Songkhram river Basin area covers 36 districts in 5 provinces, comprising: Udon Thani province, Nong Khai
province, Bueng Kan province, Sakon Nakhon province and Nakhon Phanom province. Sakon Nakhon province; there is
the highest proportion of watershed areas at 55.1%, followed by Bueng Kan province at 19.2%, Nakhon Phanom province
with 14.6%, Udon Thani province 8.8%, and Nong Khai province 2.3%. In Songkhram river, there was a total area of 13,139
square kilometers, or 8.21 million rai. And has 5 tributaries, namely Nam Oon river, Nam Yam river, Huai Kong creek, Huai
Hee creek, and Nam Mao river.

2. The Songkhram river; there were all 4 problems 1) Ecological problems; it is animal husbandry in freshwater swamp
forest affects the ecosystem and the spawning area of aquatic animals at a high level (X = 2.43) 2) Water quality problems; have
stealth or leak of industrial wastewater flowing into the Songkhram river at a high level (X = 2.53) 3) Water resource problem; there
is no good water retention system, resulting in water shortages during the dry season at a moderate level (X = 2.20).
4) Environment problems; there are scraps of fishing material left in the Songkhram river at a high level (X = 2.33).

3. The Songkhram river potential; there are 4 potential; 1) Physical potential, it is a source of food and generates a
lot of income for people in the area at a high level (X = 2.47). 2) Biological potential, the Songkhram river is considered a
biodiverse wetland ecosystem both plants and animals It is important to the way of life of the local people from the past to
the present at a high level (f = 2.43). 3) Economy, Society, Occupation potential; most of the population is mainly engaged
in agriculture the Songkhram river is an important water source to support agriculture during the dry season and occupational
fishing during the rainy season at a moderate level (f = 2.03). 4) Fisheries potential; the ecosystem of the Songkhram river

is rich it is a breeding ground for aquatic animals at a high level (f =2.07)

Keywords: Context, Problem, Potential, Songkhram River
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